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Boarding Home Enroliment

With the beginning of a new school year, the young residents of the
Lutheran Boarding Home have returned. So far, | count 28 boys.
They range from grade 1 to 12, and attend classes at private
schools in the Bethlehem area. All are busy with their studies, and
full of energy and good spirits. It is a joy to be living and working
with them.

Last year, many boys attended government (public) schools,
but we have been successful in placing them all into private
schools, which are considerably better. This means that a few
boys, who preferred the former, are no longer with us.

It also means that the cost to our church is higher, as one
would expect, what with private tuition.

Anniversary

Issue

I cannot fail to mention that this
issue of begins my
second year of reporting from
Palestine. It has been great to
receive your comments and ques-
tions regarding my activities.

And it is always a pleasure to
write. The internet medium has pro-
vided the chance to stay in touch,
and | hope | can do that in the days
and months ahead.

Church
Policy

At the convention of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, held at Chicago in August,
the assembly recommitted itself to
this  church’'s  strategy  for
engagement in Israel and Palestine.
This could include, for example,
purchasing products from
Palestinian providers and refusing to
buy products produced in Israeli
settlements.

Awareness-building, accompany-
ment, and advocacy activities are
components of the ELCA strategy,
“Peace Not Walls: Stand for Justice
in the Holy Land”, which was
adopted in 2005.

This week the month-long fast of
Ramadan began, one of the most
prominent  Muslim  observances.
Since many of our schoolboys are
Muslim, our kitchen accommodates
their day-time fasting, and provides
evening “break-fast”.

- We are very gratified
to hear that Presby-
terian congregations in
Champaign, Charles-
ton, Decatur, Hoopes-
ton, Monticello, Philo,
Tolono, and Urbana
and Lutheran conger-
| gations in Philo and
Urbana (all in 1llinois),
as weII as several generous individuals
have made offerings towards
providing a van for our ministry.
Special appreciation to Pastor Cindy
Shepherd for motivating and organizing this gift. We fully intend
to acknowledge all these contributions in a more official way, when
the purchase is finally made. But, for now, let me say, Many
Thanks ( )

Camping at the Y

We are moving ahead with our plans for a two-day camping trip.
This will be at the YMCA site on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.
The boys and men from the boarding home will pitch their tents
there and somehow manage their meals and recreation.

Ordinary plans for 30-40 campers become complicated by our
necessity to secure official “permission” from lIsrael, in order for
Palestinians to move outside the West Bank area. To receive this
permit, we first need a letter of invitation from the YMCA director
and a letter of endorsement from the office of the bishop of the
ELCJHL.

Our boys enjoy their
new table-football
game, a gift from the
German churches.



